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ROXBURY TWP. – The Roxbury Fire 
Department will celebrate 100 years 
of  fire service beginning at 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, Aug. 12 with a parade that 
will start at Kenvil Avenue and con-
tinue down Main Street, Succasun-
na, to the Company 1 fire house.

Parade spectators will see more 
than 100 emergency vehicles from 
40 neighboring towns, including the 
original 1917 Model-T Ford Chemical 
Engine that answered Roxbury’s first 
fire call, according to a release issued 
by the department.

Immediately following the pa-
rade, the department will host an 
open house block party at Compa-
ny #1 firehouse at 122 Main Street in 
Succasunna. This event is free to the 
public and festivities will take place 
rain or shine. For more information, 
contact Tommy Bilancia, parade co-
ordinator at 973-296-1308.

According to a release issued by 
the all-volunteer department, the 
Roxbury Fire Department’s history 
began on June 9, 1915 when Mr. and 
Mrs. Squire awoke to smoke and fire 

filling their Main Street house.
At that time, Roxbury did not 

have a fire service. Instead, neigh-
bors scrambled to the burning house 
with buckets of  water. The Dover 
Fire Department came to offer aide, 
but the fire had already consumed 
not only the Squire’s residence, but 
also neighboring houses and stores.

No one was hurt, but the fire 
sparked the formation of  Roxbury’s 
first fire department. Two years later, 
on June 19, 1917, the Roxbury Chemi-
cal Fire Engine Company was estab-

lished on Main Street in Succasunna. 
One hundred years later, Roxbury 
Co. 1. is still located on Main Street. 
Today, the Roxbury Fire Department 
has three fire companies with a to-
tal of  more than 100 volunteer fire-
fighters and emergency medical 
technicians. These volunteers pro-
vide around the clock lifesaving ser-
vices to the residents of  Roxbury and 
those who visit the township.

All are invited to attend and cele-
brate 100 years with the department 
members.

Roxbury Fire Department to fete 100 years 

By MIKE CONDON
EDITOR

ROXBURY TWP. – Things 
are about to get even better 
at the township’s main rec-
reational facility, the Horse-
shoe Lake complex in Suc-
casunna.

Recreation Director Keith 
Knudsen presented an over-
view of  what is being done, 
what has been done and 
what is planned when he 
spoke at the Roxbury Ro-
tary Club meeting Thurs-
day afternoon at LaStrada 
Restaurant on Route 10.

“We have a lot of  excit-
ing things going on,” Knud-
sen said, addressing about a 
dozen Rotarians who were 
at the meeting.

“We are working on im-
proving the Horseshoe 
Lake Park. We plan to im-
prove the parking situation, 
install more softball fields 
and install an artificial turf  
field,” he said.

More lighting is also 
planned for the facilities, lo-
cated at 72 Eyland Ave.

In addition, he said plans 
are underway to improve 
the annual Beach Blast next 

year. The annual night out 
event was held at Horse-
shoe Lake island this past 
June as a way to ring in the 
summer season.

“The police department 
has some new ideas, and 
we are hoping to make next 
year’s even better,” he said, 
adding that public feedback 
on the event has been very 
positive.

Knudsen said the new ca-
noe and kayak rental pro-
gram, which is operated by 
the Ramsey’s Outdoor store 
in Ledgewood, has been 
very successful this season. 
The retailer rents its ca-
noes, paddleboats and kay-
aks so residents can take 
them out around the lake.

“I’m very excited about 
this. And we had a free day 
that we are going to contin-
ue once a year,” he said.

Upgrades 
coming at 
Horseshoe 
Lake park

Roxbury Recreation Director Keith Knudsen speaks be-
fore the Roxbury Rotary Club Thursday afternoon at 
LaStrada Restaurant. At left is Rotarian Bill Diamond. At 
right is Rotarian George Wien.

>> RELATED ITEMS

Please see related 
editorial on page 4 
and a video at rox-
buryregister.com. 

By MIKE CONDON
EDITOR

ROXBURY TWP. – Things were 
abuzz on the front lawn of  the pub-
lic library on Main Street in Suc-
casunna Thursday morning.

Township Public Works Direc-
tor Rick Blood was measuring the 
library sign, taking the prelimi-
nary steps to move the sign to the 
other side of  the parking lot. Once 
that’s done, a crane will lift the ga-
zebo, rotate it, and set it down on 
a new foundation directly in front 
of  Main Street, facing the roadway.

“The plan is to move the sign 
next week,” Deputy Mayor Bob 
DeFillippo said, referring to this 
week. After that, the new founda-
tion will be constructed.

“This thing is literally going to 
be lifted in the air with a crane and 
moved,” DeFillippo said.

Although the gazebo has sat on 
the front of  the library grounds for 
decades, it is set way back from the 
road, in a shady area behind a big 
tree.

“It just doesn’t get used much 
where it is now,” DeFillippo said.

“The library board of  trustees 
came up with the idea to move it 
about a year ago. This has been 
in the planning stages for about a 
year,” he said.

Local builders Dan and Don Dyr-
ness, who were instrumental in 
building the gazebo, will oversee 
the move.

Dan Dyrness also built the walk-
way leading up to the gazebo as 
part of  his Eagle Scout project 
years ago.

Moving the gazebo within the 
next two weeks is very ambi-
tious, DeFillippo said, but plans 
are to have it moved, spruced up 
and re-introduced to the public by 

Olde Suckasunny Day on Saturday, 
Sept. 9.

But, moving the library’s sign to 
the other side of  the parking lot is 
the first step.

Blood said he has no idea what, 
exactly, is holding the freestanding 

Roxbury Library Makes 
Plans To Move Gazebo

Photos by Mike Condon 

Roxbury Deputy Mayor Bob DeFillippo, left, and Roxbury’s Public Works 
Director Rick Blood pose near the Roxbury library’s sign on Main Street, 
Succasunna. The sign will soon be moved to the other side of the library 
parking lot, the first step in moving the gazebo on the library property 
closer to the road.

The decades old gazebo, located on the property of the Roxbury Township Public Library, will soon be lifted by 
crane, rotated and placed closer to Main Street, Succasunna.
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